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Nature and history of ICJHE

During the meeting of rectors/presidents of all Jesuit higher educational insitutions held in Toulouse in 1991, the delegates agreed to establish a small committee to assist the Secretary of Education.  Specifically, the committee would assist in planning the agenda and other arrangements for future international meetings.  One person from each continent was named to serve on the committee.  At the meeting at Georgetown in July 1994, the attendees proposed establishing a working advisory committee to the Secretary of Education of the Society.  Fr. General approved the proposal and the ICJHE was established.  On January 1, 2007, Father General established the position of Secretary for Higher Education.
Purposes of the ICJHE 
The primary purpose of the ICJHE is twofold:  to promote Jesuit higher education universally and to assist Father General, the Secretary of Higher Education, and the Society in promoting higher education and the intellectual life.  

Its specific purposes include: 

a) Share information and propose strategies and programs to advance the mission of the Society in general and Jesuit higher education in particular (cf: GC 34.D3, 4, 5, 16 and 17).  And, suggest strategies and concrete programs helpful for advancing the Catholic character and Jesuit educational mission of higher education institutions.

b) Encourage and facilitate cooperation – such as research projects, academic programs, faculty development and formation, student exchanges – among Jesuit higher education insitutions, taking advantage of our international network and Ignatian charaism. 

c) Encourage and facilitate cooperation around common projects with other Jesuit apostolates  (for example, Education, Social, JRS, Communications, Spirituality, Formation)  and among Jesuit universities in particular.  Identify programs or projects for cooperation among higher education instititions and the other Jesuit apostolates.
d) Identify ways to advance the intellectual dimension of Jesuit apostolates/ministries
e) Facilitate the sharing of information among higher education institutions. 

f) Plan periodic International Conferences on Jesuit higher education.

g) Assist the Secretary for Higher Education in achieving his responsibilities. 

The ICJHE has no jurisdiction over Jesuit Educational Associations, Provinces, works or persons in higher education. 

Meetings

The Committee normally meets once a year.  
Membership

The members of the Committee are appointed by the Secretary for Higher Education, with the endorsement of the president of the respective Jesuit Conference (Conference of Provincials), and final approval by Father General. 
Where there are Regional or Assistancy Associations for Jesuit Higher Education, either the president or the chair of the Association is usually the representative on ICJHE.  Where there is no such organization covering the entire region or Assistancy, the representatives are appointed in agreement with the rectors/presidents of the area.
Unless for good reasons, membership will continue during the final phase of planning and making the arrangements for an international conference.  
The current members of  Committee are: 
Africa:   Isangu Mwana Mfumu, S.J., Director, Institut Supérieur Agro-Vétérinaire, Kinshasa, Democratic Republic of Congo. 

East Asia and Oceania:  Joel E. Tabora, S.J., Chair, AJCU-EAO (Association of Jesuit Colleges and Universities-East Asia and Oceania); President, Ateneo de Naga University, Naga City, Philippines.

Europe and Lebanon:  José Ramón Busto, S.J., President of ASJEL (Association of Jesuit Higher Education Institutions of Europe and Lebanon); Rector, Universidad Pontificia Comillas, Madrid, Spain.
Latin America:  Luis Ugalde, S.J., President of AUSJAL (Asociación de Universidades Confiadas  a la  Compañía de Jesús en América Latina); Rector, Universidad Andrés Bello, Caracas, Venezuela. 

North America:  Charles L. Currie, S.J., President of the Association of Jesuit Colleges and Universities, USA. 

South Asia:  Vincent Braganza, S.J., Joint Secretary for Higher Education of JEA-HESA (Jesuit Educational Association – Higher Education South Asia); Vice-Principal of Saint Xavier's College, Ahmedabad, India.

Secretariat for Higher Education (chair):  Paul L. Locatelli, S.J., Secretary for Higher Education; President, Santa Clara University, Santa Clara, California. 
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